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DESIGNERS TURN A STRUGGLING MALL INTO A HUB OF LEARNING
AND RECREATION THAT WORK TOGETHER AND SEPARATELY

What do you do with a struggling shopping complex? If you're

Nashville, you turn it into a community asset.

The city and the project team are taking the old Global Mall at the

Crossings and breaking it into parts to provide different community

services: a hockey practice arena, a library, and a community center.

"] see this center becoming a hub of learning and recreation for

residents in Southeast Davidson County, one of the fastest growing

parts of our city,” Mayor Karl Dean said when the project was first

announced in 2013. “Families will find it convenient to have the ice

rink, community center, park, and library in one location. This new

public facility will benefit nearby neighborhoods and the surrounding

retail and commercial area by attracting more people to the vicinity

and creating a more stable business environment.”

For the design team, the challenge came with making those different

functioning spaces work both separately and together, while also

embracing a park that was formerly the mall’s parking lot.

CHALLENGE

Rehab an old mall into three different

spaces that are unique to themselves

while complementing each other.

SOLUTION

The use of different color panels for
each area allowed the three spaces

to become their own with the use of
blue pulling them all together.
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PRODUCT
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COMPLETION
2014

RESULTS

A hockey arena, library, and
community center work in concert
visually, while leaving behind any

appearance of an old mall.




“We used Nichiha to tie it all together.

Now it has a new strong identity for all three parts.”

DAN MEEHAN, AIA LEED-AP
PRINCIPAL, HBM ARCHITECTS

As is the case with most malls, the original facade The timeline of the project was another challenge,
featured a beige brick exterior—not ideal for the three Hamilton says. The 32,000 square feet of panels had
spaces that were to take over. "The building needed to be installed in a six-week period. To overcome the
to be visually appealing to the end user,” says Tim aggressive schedule, Hamilton increased his manpower
Hamilton, owner of Dixie ICF who installed custom on the jobsite— and tapped into his nine years of
panels on the exterior of the building. experience using Nichiha products, making Nichiha

the perfect fit for such a short construction schedule.
To create the more energetic feel they desired, the team

turned to the vibrant colors possible with Nichiha’s Meehan offers this advice to those looking to retrofit
lllumination Series fiber cement panels. Using Nichiha’s a large space into something completely different:
Color Xpressions system that matches any paint “Look at it in context of its scale. The panel system was
manufacturer’s standard colors, the hockey center really important because of its virtually limitless color
features blue Nichiha Illumination panels with gold options.” Blue is used across all three areas, tying them
accents, a nod to the city's Predators National Hockey together while allowing them to be their own spaces.

League team, the community center has blue mosaic,

and the library features white with mosaic glass.

“"We used Nichiha to tie it all together. Now it has

U

a new strong identity for all three parts,” says Dan
Meehan, AIA LEED-AP, principal with HBM Architects

in Cleveland.

"The scale of the building was a challenge because it
was so large. We needed something to go across all
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three buildings. Now it gives a great fee
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